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RUGBY LEAGUE

DOUBT-ON POSITIONS

OF IPSWICH PLAYERS

(By T.G.N.)
Although Ipswich will travel to

Brisbane next Saturday to play Brisbane
in the first Bulimba Cup game of the
season, the local side has not yet been
finalised.

The delay has been

caused by the unavoidable

absence from the city of

one of the selectors, Mr.
Les O'Donnell, and the

team might not be known

until shortly before the

tart of the game.

On Monday night tile

other selectors, Messrs. Les

Heldke and Frank Doonar.
with the Ipswich coach

(Mr. Dan Dempsey) as ar

biter, named 15 players for

the Brisbane game - eight

backs and seven forwards.

The actual playing posl
tions, however, were not

stated.

When Mr. O'Donnell re

turns to the city the selec

ors will decide which back
will be omitted and which

orward will drop out.

It seems obvious that

Denis Flannery and Stan
Brown will 'be on the
wings. and Oraham Prickett
probably will be half-back,

but the remaining backline

positions are in the melting
pot.

At the moment it is not

certain that Brian Bolton

will be full-back. If the

selectors prefer "Tam"

Meteyard in this position,

Lee Duncan and VVir Water

son could be the centres

and Peter Robertson the

five-eighth.

CHANGES IN BACKS?

With Tom Gooney un

available, the selectors will

have to reorganise the Ips

wich backline.
Meteyard would tot be

new to the centre berth. He

represented Ipswich against

Toowoomba as a centre in
1951, and played on the

wing against Brisbane in

1952.

Duncan has played centre

and five-eighth in the

night trial games, and

Prickett has played scrum

half in both matches.

Robertson, a former State

five-eighth, has not repre

sented Ipswich since 1952,

when he played against

Brisbane. The same season

Brisbane. The same season

he played for Ipswich

against Wide Bay at Mary
borough.

Duncan, a newcomer to

Ipswich football, is par

ticularly strong in defence,
but has a tendency to drop
the balh. Probably he or

Robertson will play five

eighth, with Prickett feed
ing the scrum.

The absence of Gary
Parcell from the Brothers
crum last Saturday with a

shoulder injury may have
caused the selectors to

name seven forwards.

Danny Loane, Parcell, and

Tex Parry are all front

cowers.

Loane has- plenty of

weight, and has been play
ing good club football this

season. He has a good

turn of speed, which is one

of the essentials of a for

ward in the game today.

Dents Jaekwitz is in his

best hooking form, and

can be relied upon to give

Ipswich at least a fair

share of the balL Jack

wits will be one man who

will be closely watched by

the State seleetors,

Brian Rashleigh has re

tained the lock position,

but he will have to play

well to keep Railways'
breakaway, Don Meehan,
out of the Ipswich side.

Bernie Drew and Brian

Davies appear to be second

row certainties.

Buses will be running
from Ipswich to take local

spectators to the big game.

SECOND ROUND

The announcement that

a second round of night

trial games will le played

this month is not likely to

meet with the approval of

Ipswich clubs. Some clubs

already are hard hit by in

Juries, and they will be re
luctant to risk their best

players in these trial

games.

The Secretary of the

The Secretary of the

I.R.L. (Mr. O. Nankavill)
stated during the week that
Ipswich would play Too

woomba in a night game on

April 14. Three 'days later

Ipswich again will meet

Toowoomba in a Bulimba

Cup fixture.

I think the night games

had some value as a means

of getting players into con

dition early, but a second

round might react in the

opposite direction.

Club footballers will have

a break from football next

week-end, as local play has

been suspended on account

of the Bulimba Cup game.

There will be no club ix
tures on Easter Saturday,
when Ipswich will play'Toowoomba

in Ipswich, but

fixtures will be drawn for

Easter Monday, April 19:

After two games, Rail

ways are the only unbeaten

team. They defeated Boo

va! Swifts on the opening
day, and drew with West

End last Saturday.

Brothers, premiers for

the last four seasons, won

against West End, but were

beaten by Swifts last Sat

urday.

Railways should meet

Brothers in the next round,

and Swifts should meat

West End.
All teams seem to be

aving difficulty so far as

sorting players out is con

cerned, and it appears that

a few more games will be

necessary before teams are

at full strength.

Unless further injuries

take toll of players, the best

club football should be wit

nessed after Easter.


